The D&H, Anthracite Coal, and the Dunmore Cemetery 


By S. Robert Powell, Ph. D. 


The Dunmore Cemetery, which was established in 1828, is located on 35 
acres of rolling hills and flat land, surrounded by a high style cast iron fence, with 
a baronial entrance gate, in the borough of Dunmore, PA. A network of gracefully 
winding paved roads, thousands of beautifully cared for monuments, and hundreds 
of trees convey the feeling of an English country park. 


In the second half of the nineteenth century, the Dunmore Cemetery was 
widely regarded, notably by the socially elite, and by well-heeled entrepreneurs, 
industrialists, and railroad and mining officials, as the most desirable burying 
ground in the Lackawanna Valley. Widely distributed throughout the cemetery are 
no less than twenty-five mausoleums and hundreds of deluxe/high end 
granite/marble monuments, many of which identify the final resting places of 
primary figures in the history of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad and the 
anthracite mining industry. 


Ten of these mausoleums/monuments mark the graves of major D&H and 
anthracite mining figures, namely: James Archbald, Thomas Dickson, William H. 
Richmond, Von Storch family (two mausoleums), Abraham H. Vandling, Simpson 
(Simpson & Watkins), John B. Smith, John Jermyn, Colonel Henry Martyn Boies, 
and John Hosie. Here are photographs of those mausoleums as well as some fast 
facts on those ten major D&H and anthracite mining figures: 





ARCHBALD 


On Little Cumbrae Island, off the coast of Ayrshire, Scotland, James Archbald was born on 
March 3, 1793. In 1829, he was named General Superintendent and Resident Engineer of the 
D&H Gravity Railroad by John Jervis. In 1845, as chief engineer, Archbald, assisted by Charles 
Pemberton Wurts, designed the revised roadbed of the mountain Gravity and the extension of the 
D&H Gravity line to Archbald. With the assistance of Gideon Frothingham and James Seymour, 
James Archbald, laid out the route of the Pennsylvania Coal Company’s Gravity Railroad from 
the Susquehanna River to Hawley. In 1851, he was elected the first mayor of Carbondale, 
holding that office for four successive terms. In 1853, when James Archbald moved to Scranton 
(where he served as Chief Engineer of the DL&W Railroad), C. P. Wurts assumed entire charge 
of the D&H's affairs, serving as chief engineer, 1853-1865. James Archbald died on August 26, 
1870. The Archbald obelisk and all of the Archbald family tombstones and plot designation 
stones in the Dunmore Cemetery are of red granite from Scotland. 





DICKSON 


Thomas Dickson was born at Lauderdale, Scotland, March 26, 1824. In 1856, he established 
Dickson & Co., Scranton. On January 1, 1860, the coal and railroad departments of the D&H 
Canal Company separated, and Thomas Dickson, age 36, was appointed superintendent of the 
coal department, serving in that capacity until 1864, when he was named to head the newly 
created office of General Superintendent of the D&H. In 1867, he was named Vice President of 
the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company. In the summer of 1869 he was named President of 
the D&H, and served as president until his death on July 31, 1884. 








RICHMOND 


William Henry Richmond was born in Marlborough, Hartford County, CT, October 22, 1821. He 
married Lois Roxanna Morss. Their residence, Richmond Hill, is now the main building of the 
Johnson College, a private technical school in Scranton, PA. Elk Hill Coal Company breaker, 
erected in 1860, was the first on the Gravity Railroad between Carbondale and Scranton. It was 
operated by Richmond & Co. until 1863, when W. H. Richmond, Charles P. Wurts, George L. 
Morss, Alfred Wirtz and G. L. Dickson organized the Elk Hill Coal and Iron Company, and 
succeeded to the ownership of the mine. The Elk Hill Coal & Iron Company, of which W.H. 
Richmond was president and treasurer, was incorporated in 1863 and operated two collieries, 
with a capacity for shipment of four to five hundred thousand tons of anthracite coal per annum. 
Richmond Colliery No. 3 was in Dickson City, near Scranton, and Richmond Colliery No. 4, was 
about five miles north of Carbondale. Richmond died on March 14, 1922, at the age of age of 
101. 





VON STORCH 


The founder of the Von Storch family in America was Heinrich Ludwig Christopher Von Storch, 
who acquired 300 acres of land in Providence. He and his four sons (Ferdinand, Theodore, 
William, and Justus) soon became primary figures in anthracite mining in the Lackawanna 
Valley. The Von Storch breaker, erected in Providence in 1857, was the second breaker in the 
Northern Coal Field. In August 1860, mining commenced at the Von Storch shaft and at 
Richmond & Co.'s No. 3 shaft in Providence. The coal mined at those two shafts was shipped 
North, over D&H Gravity-gauge tracks, in D&H Gravity-gauge coal cars, pulled by Gravity- 
gauge steam locomotives, to the foot of Plane No. 23 in Olyphant, and from there it was shipped 
via the D&H "mountain" Gravity Railroad system to Honesdale. 





VANDLING 


In 1868, Abraham H. Vandling (1824-1901) was named Superintendent of the D&H Canal. In 
1887, he was named Mining Superintendent for the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company, with 
entire charge of all the D&H mines. In 1887, in the Third Anthracite District, the D&H had 9 
collieries, all under the direction of Superintendent A. H. Vandling and C. H. Scharar, engineer. 
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SIMPSON 


Anthracite Coal Barons: Simpson & Watkins, the largest independent operators of the anthracite 
industry, with mines in Lackawanna and Luzerne counties. They attended to the local interests of 
three anthracite collieries: Grassy Island (Peckville, on the D&H Railroad, employed 400 men, 
breaker produced 800 tons of anthracite per day; the coal vein at Grassy Island was twelve feet 
thick), Edgerton Tunnel (Mayfield; in 1887, 160,547 tons of coal were produced), and the two 


Northwest Breakers in Simpson (total output from both Northwest Breakers, 9,623,300 tons of 
anthracite coal). 





SMITH 


John B. Smith: born near Wurtsboro, NY, June 7, 1815. He came to Carbondale in 1829, and 
entered the service of the Delaware & Hudson car shops, where he became a machinist. He ran 
the stationary engine at the head of Plane No. 5 on the Gravity Railroad. He served as General 
Superintendent of the Pennsylvania Coal Company’s Gravity Railroad from Port Griffith to 
Hawley, 1850-1885. He also served as president of the Erie & Wyoming Valley Railroad 
Company (1886-1895), the Dunmore Iron & Steel Company, the Dunmore Water Company, and 
the Dunmore Cemetery Association. He died January 16, 1895. 











JERMYN 


John Jermyn was born in Suffolk, England, October 27, 1825. In the spring of 1847, he sailed for 
America, where he entered into an agreement with Judge Birdseye of New York City for the 
working of his mines at Archbald. He did so with great success. In 1875, John Jermyn entered 
into a contract with the Gibson estate for the mining of their lands two miles up the Lackawanna 
River, at Rushdale. This he also did with great success. In 1860, Jermyn built Breaker No. 1, 
which produced 600 tons of coal a day, with 300 men and boys employed in the breaker. In 
1867, he built Breaker No. 2, which produced 800 tons a day. Near the breaker, on what is now 
Chestnut Street, he built a four-story mill, which turned out 100 barrels of Valley Star Flour and 
20 tons of feed a day. On the west side of the Lackawanna River, at the corner of what is now 
Bridge Street and Washington Avenue, the Jermyn Company Store was located. When the 
borough of Gibsonburg was incorporated in 1869, it was thought fitting that it should bear the 
name of the estate on which it was founded, hence the name Gibsonburg. In 1873, the name of 
the borough was changed to Jermyn. In 1851, John Jermyn married Susan Knight of Cornwall, 
England, and they were the parents of ten children (Joseph, Willie, Frank, Myron, George, 
Walter, Edward, Emma, Susan, and John). In 1882, John Jermyn sold his anthracite mine to the 
D&H Canal Co. and moved to Scranton, where he died on May 29, 1902. 





BOIES 


Colonel Henry Martyn Boies was born in Lee, MA, in 1837. In 1859, he graduated from Yale 
College. He came to Scranton in 1865, as resident member of the firm of Laflin, Boies & Turck, 
powder manufacturers, and four years later became president and general manager of the Moosic 
Powder Company. In 1873, he invented a cartridge package for mining powder that was almost 
universally adopted. When the Molly Maguires effected a state of lawlessness throughout the 
mining regions, Colonel Boies organized the Scranton City Guard, and was chosen its 
commander, and became a major when it was mustered into the State National Guard. In 1878, 
when the independent military companies were consolidated with the battalion to form the 
Thirteenth Regiment, he was chosen colonel. Following the death of his first wife, Emma G. 
Brainerd of Philadelphia, Colonel Boies, in 1870, married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas 
Dickson, of Scranton. In the spring of 1882, Colonel Boies became president of the Dickson 
Manufacturing Company (with 600 employees) and during the four years he held this position its 
capacity of production was enhanced significantly He died in 1903. 
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HOSIE 


John Hosie, born June 3, 1812 in Sterlingshire, Scotland, worked with James Archbald and the 
D&H beginning in 1843, when he engaged, under James Archbald, in the management of the 
Delaware and Hudson Canal Company’s Railroad from Carbondale to Honesdale. In 1845 he 
accepted the position of assistant superintendent, under James Archbald, of the Delaware and 
Hudson coal mines at Carbondale. On January 12", 1846, at about 8 o’clock in the morning, he 
went into Mine No. 2 level at Carbondale. He had been in the mine less than an hour when about 
forty acres of the overhanging rocks and earth caved in. He was alone and very near the center of 
this fall. Fifteen miners in other parts of the mine were instantly killed by the concussion of the 
air. Mr. Hosie was saved from instant death by the refuse coal which is ordinarily left on the 
bottom of the mine. In complete darkness, with nothing but his bare hands to work with, for 
twenty-four hours, he dug for his life through the debris. At length he reached the main entrance 
and effected his escape. Hosie worked for the D&H until 1850. In 1872 John Hosie built the 
Fairlawn colliery at Scranton, and operated it until his death on May 7, 1881, at which time his 
sons took over the operation of the colliery. In 1877 he became a partner in the Pierce Coal 
Company at Winton. In 1880 he was that company’s general manager. His wife Julia A. Hosie 
was born June 6, 1822, and died November 4, 1879. 
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